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Jesus, the Firstfruit of Jesse’s Tree 
The promise made to Adam and Eve after the fall, the promise signified by the rainbow after 

the great flood, the promise of a land for God’s wandering people, the promise of a Messiah 

from the mouths of the prophets to God’s wavering people: all of these come to fruition in the 

birth of Jesus, God’s only begotten Son. The Word of promise has become flesh and made His 

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. So today we rejoice with unbridled joy! God does 

not leave us alone to our wandering and wavering. He comes as a baby, as our Savior, as our 

Lord, as the firstfruit of God’s restoration of all creation. Rejoice! 

 
342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
Tune: Public domain; Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005004 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 

Psalm (Spoken Responsively) Psalm 2 

P
 1
Why do the nations rage 

 and the peoples plot in vain? 

C
 2
The kings of the earth set themselves, 

 and the rulers take counsel together, 

 against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 

P
 3
―Let us burst their bonds apart 

 and cast away their cords from us.‖ 

C
 4
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

 the Lord holds them in derision. 
P

 5
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

C
 6
“As for me, I have set my King 

 on Zion, my holy hill.” 

P
 7
I will tell of the decree: 

The LORD said to me, ―You are my Son; 

 today I have begotten you. 

C
 8
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

 and the ends of the earth your possession. 

P
 9
You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.‖ 

C
 10

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

P
 11

Serve the LORD with fear, 
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 and rejoice with trembling. 

C
 12

Kiss the Son, 

 lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 

 for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

 

Kyrie LSB 168 
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This Is the Feast LSB 171 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 

weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 

7
How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

 who publishes salvation, 

 who says to Zion, ―Your God reigns.‖ 
8
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

 together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9
Break forth together into singing, 

 you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10

The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 

P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 
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Epistle Hebrews 1:1–6 
 

1
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 

2
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 

things, through whom also he created the world. 
3
He is the radiance of the glory of God 

and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 

than theirs. 

 
5
For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

―You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you‖? 

Or again, 

―I will be to him a father, 

 and he shall be to me a son‖? 
6
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

―Let all God’s angels worship him.‖ 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
952 Alleluia — II 

 

 
Text: Public domain; Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: 
LSB Hymn License no. 110005004 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
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1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2
He was in the beginning with God. 

3
All things were made through him, and without him 

was not any thing made that was made. 
4
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

5
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7
He came as a witness, to bear 

witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8
He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light. 

 
9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10
He was in the 

world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11

He came 

to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12

But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13

who were born, not 

of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
Children's Message 
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411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005004 
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Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 177 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, 

the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 

again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: ―Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.‖ 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: ―Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.‖ 

 
Pax Domini LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;  This alone can sin destroy; 

You have conquered in the fight,  From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

You have brought us life and light.  Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia!      Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Now no more the grave enthrall;   Savior, by whose death we live, 

You have opened paradise,   Spirit, guide through all our days: 

And Your saints in You shall rise.   Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia!       Alleluia! 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 
  



18 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 181 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate sts. 1, 3, 5–6 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain; Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005004 
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In Our Prayers 

  

Members 

Name  Need 2 Week Period On List Elder 

Nita Becker Homebound  Erickson 

Connie Dickinson Calder Woods   Martin 

Helen Kaspar Lucas Place Senior Living  Root 

Pat Riley  Collier Park  Callender 

Beris Singleton Pelican Bay Assisted 

Living 

 Erickson 

Elaine Sackett Breast cancer has 

metastasized. 

 Martin 

Jacob Chesson Leukemia  Wamhoff 

Natalie Lockhart She dislocated her shoulder 

and will have an MRI. 

 Spencer 

Non-Members 

Name Need 2 Week Period On List Requested By 

Milton Dahlke Cancer has returned. He has 

started chemo & radiation.  

12/13 – 12/27 J Moore 

Stephanie Stutts Allen Colon cancer treatments & 

unable to walk since major 

reconstructive surgery, in 

rehab. 

12/13 – 12/27 J Bonin 

J. D. Warren Prostate cancer, treatments 12/13 – 12/27 B Heiner 

Audrey Wood Breast cancer treatments 12/13 – 12/27 J Bonin 

Tommy Bergeron In nursing home, dementia 12/13 – 12/27 J Bonin 

Daniel Humble Xrays showed nodules, 

more testing being done 

12/13 – 12/27 C Callender 

Dean Thompson 36 yr old that is being 

evaluated for a heart 

transplant. 

12/13 – 12/27 M Spencer 
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If you would like to add someone to the PRAYER LIST, please fill out a prayer request form on the table in the 

back of the Sanctuary and give it to Pastor or an Elder before the worship service or contact Chris or Janet. 

Anyone placed on the prayer list (except our homebound, nursing home or assisted living members) will remain 

for two weeks and then be removed unless you let Janet know that they need to remain on the list for another 

two weeks. Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

Prayers for our members in the Armed Forces: Steve & Stacy Bonin; Grant & Max, Austen 

& Savannah Campbell; Maddox & Emmalyn, Cody & Cherylynn Ewest, Joel Ewest, Karl & 

Michelle Knippa; Alec, Kevin & Alyssa Knippa and Landon Root. 

 

A prayer for Christians around the world who are being persecuted. 

A prayer for our President and decision makers. 

A prayer for everyone as we are dealing with Covid 19. 

A prayer for all our members, family members, friends & other medical personnel & first 

responders that are working closely with Covid 19. 

A prayer of healing and peace for our country. 

 

 

Prayer Families  

Bruce & Donna Drury 

Darrell & Kristie England 

 
 

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING TODAY! 

AFTER THE 11:00 AM SERVICE 

(VERY SHORT) NO MEAL 

  

Allison Calderone Pregnant, emotional & 

worried that her husband 

will not be able to be with 

her at the hospital in 

January due to Covid 19. 

12/13 – 12/27 E Jones 

Rodney Harrelson Hip replacement on 12/1 12/13 – 12/27 M Nelson 

Alice Rickles Endurance 12/6 – 12/20 H Kaspar 

Grace Wick Eye surgery 12/13 – 12/27 C Callender 

Mark Root Medical issues 12/13 – 12/27 M Root 

Tommy Lee Abdominal issues 12/13 – 12/27 E Jones 

Mark LaRocca Cancer & Covid 19 12/13 – 12/27 C Callender 
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OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE AND MERCY FOR LAST SUNDAY: 
Worship Attendance last Sunday: (9 AM) – 37; (11 AM) – 34 & Wednesday Advent – 22 
  
EVENTS THIS WEEK: 
TODAY: Traditional worship service, 9:00 AM 
TODAY: Sunday School class between services, 10:00 – 10:45 AM 
TODAY: Confirmation class in room 202, 10:00 – 10:45 AM 
TODAY: Adult Bible Study in room 204, 10:00 – 10:45 AM 
TODAY: Contemporary worship service, 11:00 AM 
TODAY: High School Youth to meet briefly after the Contemporary service 
TODAY: Voters’ Meeting (very short), NO MEAL, after the 11:00 AM service 
Monday: Winter begins 
Thursday: Christmas Eve service, 7:00 PM 
Friday: Christmas service, 10:00 AM 
Friday: Happy Birthday Jesus! Merry Christmas to all! 
Next Sunday: Traditional worship service, 9:00 AM 
Next Sunday: Sunday School class between services, 10:00 – 10:45 AM 
Next Sunday: Confirmation class in room 202, 10:00 – 10:45 AM 
Next Sunday: Adult Bible Study in room 204, 10:00 – 10:45 AM 
Next Sunday: Blended worship service, 11:00 AM  
 
 
FLOWERS: The flowers that beautify our altar today were given by Rhonda McNally in memory of 
Butch Kaspar and by Karen Rathgeber in memory of Doug Rathgeber. 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER for this quarter are available in the narthex. 
 

 

LUTHERAN WITNESS 
Several members have called to see how much the Lutheran Witness subscription is this year. 

The cost this year is $14.25. In your offering envelopes that you receive in the mail, there is a 

special offering envelope for the Lutheran Witness. Please place your donation in the offering 

plate with your regular offering. Thanks! 
 

 

The NEW 2021 Altar Flower Charts are in and they are located on the bulletin board by 

the office. There will be two bouquets of flowers each Sunday and the cost will be $10.00 each. We 
are asking that you complete a slip of paper (which is located next to the flower charts) to make a 
dedication, memorial, etc. for a particular Sunday. Complete the information on the slip, attach your 
check (made out to St. John Ladies Aid) or cash, and put it in the offering plate.  We will write your 
name on the flower chart by the date chosen as soon as possible. Thanks! 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
between services from 10:00 -10:45 AM in room 202. 

(Sanitize your hands upon entering the church & wear your mask!) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School will be held each Sunday from 10:00 - 10:45 AM. We are inviting all 
kids from 4 years old (that have attended Pre-School and are used to a classroom 
setting) through 5th grade to attend Sunday School. We ask that all children meet 

Lindsey Liles in Room 104, which is the classroom next to the Nursery. We are 
unsure if we will have someone for the nursery this Sunday, but we plan to have 

someone in the nursery in the future. 
 

We are in NEED OF VOLUNTEERS . . . Teachers, Substitutes & the Nursery! If you 
would like to volunteer, please contact Lindsey Liles at 281-435-1234 

or lbliles@yahoo.com. 
 

Please prayerfully consider bringing your child to Sunday School and/or 
volunteering for Sunday School. Thank you in advance! 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

each Sunday 

 10:00 – 10:45 AM  

in Room 204 

 
 

ADVENT SERVICES 
will be held on 

Wednesday, December 2, 9 & 16 

Meal . . . 5:45 PM 

Service . . . 7:00 PM 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
The poinsettias will remain in the sanctuary until after the worship service on Christmas Day. 

Please remember to pick up your poinsettias after the service. 

 
 

  

mailto:lbliles@yahoo.com
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2955 S. Major Drive 

Beaumont, TX 77707 
 

409-840-9915 
 

pastor@stjohnbeaumont.org 
secretary@stjohnbeaumont.org 

website: www.stjohnbeaumont.com 
 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Peter Williamson 

Church Secretary: Janet Bonin 

Organist: Elisante Msengi 

Elders:  (9 AM Service)  – Ken Knippa, Tommy Martin & Cliff Callender 

  (11 AM Service) – Ernie Erickson, Dan Wamhoff & Klark Spencer 

Flowers: Jerry Faye Blount 

Altar Linens: Margaret Root 

 
 

 
 

 


